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application: 

1 (Currently amended) In a handheld audio playback device, a method for 
playing back an audio data file, the audio data file being encoded in accordance 
With a seiected one of a plurality of encoding formats, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

identifying a selected audio data file in response to a user input; 
identifying a decoder file associated with trie selected audio data file, the 
decoder file comprising a program to control the cjperations of a digital signal 

processor; , 

transferring the selected audio data file and the associated decoder file to 
the digital signal processor, wherein the audio data file and the associated decoder 
file are both stored in a single removable data storage device coupled to the 
handheld audio playback device; j 

determining a unique identification associated with the removable data 
storage device coupled to the handheld audio P lf yback device, and decrypting the 
audio data file using the unique identification and decrypting the assoc.ated 
decoder file using a first key; 

decoding the decrypted audio data file in 
decoder f.le in the digital signal processor^he4^he^e«oding ic performed 
Gfltifoly within the dfg4taj-s4g^a4-pro6e6SOf; and 
providing the decoded audio data file to 



n output device. 



2. (Previously Presented) The method 
comprising the step of 

reading a configuration file that associated 
data files with a particular one of a plurality of 
decoder file step comprises identifying the 



according to claim 1 , further 



3. (Previously Presented) The method 
removable data storage device is a solid state 



-2 



each one of a plurality of audio 
decoder files, and the identifying the 
decider file using the configuration file. 



according to claim 2, wherein the 
data storage device. 



P . 07 



PAGE 7/15 * RCVD AT 7/2/2007 1 1:05:49 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] » SVR:USPTO€FXRF-3/17 * DNlS:273830O* CS1D:609 734 6888 » DURATION (mm-ss):04-32 



Best Available Copy 

JUL 02 2007 11:07 FR THOMSON LICENSING 609 734 6888 TO. 8 1 57 1 2738300 



P. 08 



CUSTOMER NO.: 24498 
Ser. No. 10/030,766 
Office Action dated: 01/11/07 
Response dated: 07/02/07 



PATENT 
RCA 89,520 



playback apparatus for playing 



for identifying a user selected 
he user selected audio data file, 



4. (Currently Amended) A handheld audio 
back an audio data file encoded in accordance with a selected one of a plurality of 
encoding formats, the apparatus comprising: 

user input means for receiving user commands; 

data input means for receiving digital data; 

a digital signal processor; 

a micro-controller, coupled to the user input means, the data input means, 
the output means and the digital signal processor 
audio data file and a decoder file associated with 
the decoder file comprising a program for controlling the operation of the digital 
signal processor, for transferring the user selected audio data file and the 
associated decoder file from a single user removable data storage device to the 
digital signal processor in response to a user selection, determining a unique 
identification associated with the removable data storage device coupled to the 
handheld audio playback device, and decrypting the selected audio data file using 
the unique identification and decrypting the associated decoder file using a first 
key, the digital signal processor decoding the use" decrypted audio data file in 
accordance with the decrypted associated decoder file , wh e r e in th e d e coding is 
p e rform e d e ntirely within th e digital signa l prooes & or . 



5. (Previously Presented) The handheld 
according to claim 4, wherein the removable data 
state data storage device coupled to the micro-co 



ajudio playback apparatus 
storage device comprises a solid 
ritroller. 



playback system, comprising: 



6. (Currently Amended) A handheld audio 
user input means for receiving user commands; 
data input means for receiving digital data; 

a removable data storage device coupled tp the data input means; 
a digital signal processor; and 

a micro-controller, coupled to the user inpujl means, the data input means, 
and the signal processor, for identifying a selected audio data file and an 
associated decoder file stored on the data storage device in response to a user 
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storage device coupled to the 
the selected audio data file using 



input, the micro-controller transferring the selected audio data file and the 
associated decoder file to the digital signal processor, determining a unique 
identification associated with the removable data 
handheld audio playback device, and decrypting 

the unique identification and the associated decider file using a first key, the 
digital signal processor decoding the decrypted gudio data file in accordance with 
the decrypted associated decoder file, wh e r e in t ty e d e co ding is porformad e ntir e ly 

Jig 



7. (Previously Presented) The system 
removable data storage device comprises a solic 



according to claim 6, wherein the 
state data storage device. 



8. Cancelled. 



9. (Previously Presented) The system accord 
data storage device includes a configuration file 
audio data files and the decoder file associated 
stored audio data files. 



the 



res ponse 



tie 



10. (Original) In a handheld audio playback 
back an audio data file, the audio data file being 
selected one of a plurality of encoding formats, 
of: 

identifying a selected audio data file in 
identifying a decoder file associated with 

decoder file comprising a program to control the 

processor; 

transferring the selected audio data file 

the digital signal processor, wherein the audio 

file are both stored in a single removable data 

handheld audio playback device; 
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ing to claim 6, wherein the 
or identifying a plurality of stored 
With each one of the plurality of 



device, a method for playing 
encoded in accordance with a 
method comprising the steps 



to a user input; 
selected audio data file, the 
operations of a digital signal 



ard 
data 



storage 



the associated decoder file to 
file and the associated decoder 
device coupled to the 
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determining first and second keys associated with the removable data 

storage device coupled to the handheld audio playback device, and decrypting the 

audio data file using the first key and decrypting t[ie associated decoder file using 

the second key*. 

decoding the selected decrypted audio daja file in accordance with the 
decrypted decoder file in the digital signal processor, and 

providing the decoded audio data file to an output device. 
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